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Pharisees and scribes who are annoyed at the fact that he welcomes FARMER CITY ILLIN OIS 61842
and eats with sinners. This parable, the longest one of all the parable ’

opens with a son asking for and receiving his inheritance of land. \ L

§  Two important points about land come to the fore. First, according T MAR C H 3 1 ’ 2 0 1 9
to ancient Israelite tradition, the elder/eldest son is supposed to have
a double share of the inheritance (Deuteronomy 21:17). In the case of
the elder son, then, he should have inherited ttfords and his younger brother orthird of the es-
tate. Ironically, the father divides the land equally among the two boys. Second, the division of prop-
erty ordinarily awaited the death of the father, and there were provisions in traditional law for penal-
ties when the share was withdrawn ahead of time. What we see here is the younger son cutting ties
with his family and having no regrets about his actions.

This younger son squanders all of his inheritance, and he is forced to hire himself out. He takes 3
job tending pigs. In ancient days, caring for pigs evoked the idea of apostasy and the loss of everyt
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ity finally bring the younger son to his senses, and he returns home as a hired servant.

¢ KS 7T teriBadiiydovelfdr &nd response to his younger son is what moves that son to take
responsibility for what he has done. The gift that the father gives to this wayward son is compassion
Compassion is one of the most consoling, renewing and transforming words in both the Hebrew and
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and a human sentiment; it is an attitude and a way of life. In the biblical texts we see that divine co
passion embraces not only human beings but also all sentient beings. Hence, divine compassion, as
we see it, embraces all of life. This divinejradlusive compassionate attitude toward life is not just a
warm and fuzzy feeling; it is an attitude that is at the heart ofdifistaining, liferenewing and life
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change of heart.

The father goes out to the elder son just as he went out to the younger son. He wants them both
to be happy. The elder son, however, cannot see this kind gesture. He is caught in his own anger.
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Whether or not the elder son comes to a new place of understanding is not known. What we do kno
is that the elder son has been invited to celebrate with the farvilg.too are called. Reconciliation
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new life.
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How did you spend your Spring Break? Our Con-
firmation Candidates and their teachers began the
time off from school by attending the Youth Rally
sponsored by the Diocese of Peoria. Pictured
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Leah Darrow, Tina Lauzon and Michael Kennedy.
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