
John Yeagle Construction  
 

217 E. Green St. Farmer City, IL  
309-928-2851 

 
Specializing in ñThoughtfulò Remodels, 

New Construction, Additions, Kitchens, & Concrete 

Whitehouse Rentals 
 

Quality affordable rental  

property in Farmer City  
 

309-928-3601            

Catholic  Menôs Group    
Of  Saint  Johnôs Clinton 

\    
Join us as we build  Church through  

activities and fun  outings. 
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SACRED HEART CHURCH  
 

6 1 2  N O R T H  P L U M  S T R E E T  

F A R M E R  C I T Y ,    I L L I N O I S  6 1 8 4 2 

 

MARCH 31,  2019   

The Prodigal Child 

[ǳƪŜΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻǇŜƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ WŜǎǳǎ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǉǳŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Pharisees and scribes who are annoyed at the fact that he welcomes 
and eats with sinners. This parable, the longest one of all the parables, 
opens with a son asking for and receiving his inheritance of land.                                                                                               
      Two important points about land come to the fore. First, according 
to ancient Israelite tradition, the elder/eldest son is supposed to have 
a double share of the inheritance (Deuteronomy 21:17). In the case of 

the elder son, then, he should have inherited two-thirds and his younger brother one-third of the es-
tate. Ironically, the father divides the land equally among the two boys. Second, the division of prop-
erty ordinarily awaited the death of the father, and there were provisions in traditional law for penal-
ties when the share was withdrawn ahead of time. What we see here is the younger son cutting ties 
with his family and having no regrets about his actions. 
      This younger son squanders all of his inheritance, and he is forced to hire himself out. He takes a 
job tending pigs. In ancient days, caring for pigs evoked the idea of apostasy and the loss of everything 
ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŎŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ǎƻƴ ŀǎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ IǳƴƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƭŀƳπ
ity finally bring the younger son to his senses, and he returns home as a hired servant. 
      ¢ƘŜ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŀƭƭ-embracing love for and response to his younger son is what moves that son to take 
responsibility for what he has done. The gift that the father gives to this wayward son is compassion. 
Compassion is one of the most consoling, renewing and transforming words in both the Hebrew and 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎΦ 5ŜǊƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ IŜōǊŜǿ Ǌƻƻǘ ǊƘƳΣ άŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴέ ƛǎ ōƻǘƘ ŀ ŘƛǾƛƴŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎ 
and a human sentiment; it is an attitude and a way of life. In the biblical texts we see that divine com-
passion embraces not only human beings but also all sentient beings. Hence, divine compassion, as 
we see it, embraces all of life. This divine, all-inclusive compassionate attitude toward life is not just a 
warm and fuzzy feeling; it is an attitude that is at the heart of life-sustaining, life-renewing and life-
ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ǎƻƴΩǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ŀƴŘ 
change of heart. 
      The father goes out to the elder son just as he went out to the younger son. He wants them both 
to be happy. The elder son, however, cannot see this kind gesture. He is caught in his own anger. With 
ǘŜƴŘŜǊƴŜǎǎΣ ƘŜ ǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŘŜǊ ǎƻƴ ƎǊŀǎǇ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƭƭƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘǊǳƭȅ ƳŜŀƴǎΦ 
Whether or not the elder son comes to a new place of understanding is not known. What we do know 
is that the elder son has been invited to celebrate with the family. We too are called. Reconciliation 
ŘŜƳŀƴŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ άƭŜǘ Ǝƻέ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ Ƨƻƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴǘƻ 
new life. 



SACRIFICIAL GIFTS OF TREASURE  
 

  March 24th 
 

Weekly Sunday Budget      1,200.00  

Excess/deficit of budget       (589.00) 

Sunday Envelopes                 611 .00  

Auto Bank Deposit                  50.00 

Other Donations                      15.00  

Pastor 
Rev. James  P. Henning, O.F.M. Conv. 

 

Deacon - Scott Whitehouse 
 

Parish Office  
Phoneééééééééééé...éé309-928-3855 

Emergency Celléééééééééé309-838-3661 

E-Mailéééééééé.shchurch612@frontier.com 

Websiteéééééééé.é.www.sacredheartfc.org 

Bulletinééééé.éé.stjohnsbulletin@yahoo.com 
 

Parish Staff  
Parish Secretary.éééééé...é...Vanessa Ophorst 

Bulletin Secretaryééééééé....Kathie Summers 

Parish Trustees...éééééé.éé....David Trenkle 

                                                                  Caleb Wayne 

Sunday, April 7thï10:30am 
Lector  Tina Lauzon 

Altar Servers  Katy Umland  

  & Rachel Umland 

EMHC  Ron Coit,  Melissa Norris 

  & Greg Taylor  

Ushers  Steve Kimler &   

  Cale Wayne 

Greeters Meier Family 

Gift Bearers    Jason Kennedy Family 

Sunday, March 31st, 4th Sunday of Lent 

8:30 am Mass at St. Johnôs, Clinton 

10:30 am     + Bill & Carolyn Monaghan  

  by David Monaghan 
   

Monday,  April 1st 

8:00 am Mass at St. Johnôs, Clinton 
 

Tuesday,  April 2nd 

8:30 am        + Michael W. Henning 

   by Sallie Waite 
     

Wednesday, April 3rd,   

8:00 am             Mass at St. Johnôs, Clinton 
  

Thursday,  April 4th  

8:30 am       + Mary Wayne 

  by Cale & Diane Wayne 
 

Friday, April 5th, First Friday 

12:00 pm      + Jerry Hertel  

  by Cale & Diane Wayne 
 

Saturday,  April 6th 

4:00 pm              Mass at St. Johnôs, Clinton 
 

Sunday, April 7th, 5th Sunday of Lent  

8:30 am Mass at St. Johnôs Clinton 

10:30 am    + H. Wesley Whitehouse                                           

  by Scott & Janet Whitehouse 

Liturgical Assignments 

Stations of the Cross 
Fridays of Lent 

 St. Johnôs, Clinton  5:30pm 

 Sacred Heart, Farmer City 6:00pm 

Group 4 will be providing the Lenten Meal 

after Stations of the Cross on Friday, April 

5th. 

ADA Next Weekend 
In one week our parish will be participating in the 

Annual Diocesan Appeal (ADA).  In May, after 

years of study, one man will be ordained to the 

priesthood for the Diocese of Peoria.  During his 

years of preparation for this vocation, he was sup-

ported by family and friends-and by everyone who 

made a gift to the Annual Diocesan Appeal.  

When you make a gift to the Appeal, you help 

meet the cost of priestly formation and education, 

since a portion of Appeal funds are used for this 

purpose.  Please support our seminarians by mak-

ing a gift to the Annual Diocesan Appeal next 

weekend.  

Lenten Food Drive 
Our Religious Education stu-
dents are leading a Lenten Food 
Collection for the Farmer City 
Food Pantry.  Special items 
needed are :  soups, canned 

meats and peanut butter.  Your support is 
greatly appreciated. 

 

Cornelia Harpenau 4/4 

Frank Sylvester 4/5 

Mark McMenamin 4/7 

CCD Class will  meet Sunday, 4/7 

Fr. John Horton will be present to help with 

Confessions and will stay to celebrate Mass. 

Anyone make take advantage of this time for 

Reconciliation.  Confessions will begin 

around 9:15 am. How did you spend your Spring Break?  Our Con-

firmation Candidates and their teachers began the 

time off from school by attending the Youth Rally 

sponsored by the Diocese of Peoria.  Pictured 

above are (L to R) Mark Lauzon, Greg Toohill, 

Leah Darrow, Tina Lauzon and Michael Kennedy. 

Lenten Cluster Penance Ser-

vice 
 

Thursday,  April 11th 

7:00pm 
(at St. Johnôs Clinton) 

 

Several Franciscan priests will be available for 

private confessions.  Please take advantage of this 

opportunity to prepare our hearts for the Resurrec-

tion of Jesus at Easter. 

Catholic Relief Collection 
A reminder that a second collection will be taken 

this weekend for the support of Catholic Relief 

Services.  Please use the envelopes that were dis-

tributed last weekend.   Thank you for your gener-

ous financial support of the work that Catholic 

Relief Services does for the poor around the 

world.   

Thank you for participating in 

the Birthright Fundraiser. 

If you have yet to return the bot-

tle (full or empty) please do so in 

the vestibule. 
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