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To Whose Voice Do You Listen? 
 

The Fourth Sunday of Easter always celebrates Christ as the Good Shepherd. 
This year, our Gospel reading focuses more on the sheep than on the shep-
ƘŜǊŘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΦ Lƴ ǎǇƛǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀǎ {ƘŜǇƘŜǊŘΣ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ 
Scriptures indicate that hearing the voice of the shepherd requires discern-
ment, and that his followers can expect to receive the same treatment as he 
ŘƛŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎǎ ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ DƻƻŘ {ƘŜǇƘŜǊŘ ƛǎ ƻŦπ
ten neither easy nor clear. The history of Israel and the early church remind 
us that God continually calls us to newness of life. Pope Francis warns us that 
we must hold lightly to our certainties if we desire to hear the voice of the 
Shepherd today. The one thing of which we can be sure is that the Shepherd 
is always trying to lead us beyond where we are into greater, broader, 
deeper love τ and that will often be unruly, confusing and new.  
 

WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀȅǎΣ άaȅ ǎƘŜŜǇ ƘŜŀǊ Ƴȅ ǾƻƛŎŜΤ L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƳŜΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ 
ŀŘŘǎ ŀ ŘƛƳŜƴǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ WƻƘƴ млΥмп ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL ƪƴƻǿ ƳƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƴŜ 
ƪƴƻǿ ƳŜΦέ  ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜŀǊ ŜŎƘƻŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ WŜǎǳǎ ƘŀŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ǘƻ 
9ƳƳŀǳǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ WŜǎǳǎ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ǾƻƛŎŜΦ Wǳǎǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎΩ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ 
ōǳǊƴŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƘƛƳΣ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŦƭƻŎƪ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘǎ ǘƻ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǾƻƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ Řƻ 
ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ ƻǘƘŜǊΦ ²ƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜǎ άǘƘŜȅ ƪƴƻǿ ƳŜΣέ ǿƛǘƘ άǘƘŜȅ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƳŜΣέ WŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ 
come to know him. This type of knowing is incarnate rather than intellectual. The Good Shepherd invites 
us to know him by walking his path.  
 

Some shepherds in biblical times kept their sheep in the safety of a common sheepfold at night. While 
the starry night sky wheeled above, the flocks would mingle together in the pen. In the morning, when 
shepherds returned to take their flocks back out onto the hillsides for a day of grazing, the sheep were 
all mixed up. When the animals heard the familiar voice of their shepherd, they recognized it. As he 
called them out, his own flock would emerge from the group and his sheep would follow the sound of 
his voice. 

Jesus used this practical Gospel story to teach us to listen for his familiar voice so that when he calls us 
out we may be able to follow him. 

Bishop William Callahan, 

O.F.M. Conv. Bishop of La 

Crosse, Wisconsin hopes his 

people are as attentive to his 

voice as are these sheep.  
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Pastor 
Rev. James  P. Henning, O.F.M. Conv. 

 

Deacon - Scott Whitehouse 
 

Parish Office  
Phoneééééééééééé...éé309-928-3855 

Emergency Celléééééééééé309-838-3661 

E-Mailéééééééé.shchurch612@frontier.com 

Websiteéééééééé.é.www.sacredheartfc.org 

Bulletinééééé.éé.stjohnsbulletin@yahoo.com 
 

Parish Staff  
Parish Secretary.éééééé...é...Vanessa Ophorst 

Bulletin Secretaryééééééé....Kathie Summers 

Parish Trustees...éééééé.éé....David Trenkle 

                                                                  Caleb Wayne 

PPC President ..éééééééééé.......Ron Coit 

Sunday, May 19thï10:30pm 
Lector  Tyler Maxwell 

Altar Servers  Michael Kennedy  

  & James Kennedy 

EMHC  Cale & Diane Wayne 

  & Greg Taylor  

Ushers  Tom Harpenau &   

  David Trenkle  

Gift Bearers    John Yeagle Family 

Greeters Steve & Mary Kimler 

Sunday, May 12th, Fourth Sunday of Easter 

8:30 am Mass at St. Johnôs, Clinton 

10:30 am     + Richard Workman  

  by Dave & Bonnie Trenkle 
   

Monday,  May 13th 

8:00 am Mass at St. Johnôs, Clinton 
 

Tuesday,  May 14th 

8:30 am          Health of Kate Wayne 
        

Wednesday, May 15th   

8:00 am             Mass at St. Johnôs, Clinton 
  

Thursday,  May 16th 

8:30 am      + Dcn. Steve Tamburini  

  by Family & Friends 
 

Friday, May 17th 

10:00 am Mass at Liberty Village, Clinton 
 
 

Saturday,  May 18th 

4:00 pm               Mass at St. Johnôs, Clinton 
 

Sunday, May 19th, Fifth Sunday of Easter  

8:30 am Mass at St. Johnôs Clinton 

10:30 am    + Jerry & Marge Hertel, Janet & 

           Jerry Hill, and Pete Schumacher

           by Cale & Diane Wayne 

Liturgical Assignments 

Prayers for Those in 

Nursing Homes 
Gloria Case, Millie 
Frese, Don Jackson, 

Dorothy Kuntz,  Marie Riegel, Mary Ann Ryan 
 

Prayers for the Sick  
Janet Ashby, Nancy Askins, Kay Bailey, Connie 
Brown, Phyllis Fehr, Msgr. Albert Hallin, Roy 
Harrold, Bev Hartsock,  Mary Hirsh,  Deacon 
John Leonard, Kathy Lockwood, Tina Mannix, 
Joni Mollet, Sharon Stephenson, Sally Waite, An-
gie Walden, Nikki Welch, Rita Williams, Brett 
Willits, Guy Wisegarver. 

Sunday Offering  -  May 5th 
 

 

Weekly Sunday Budget      1,200.00  

Excess/deficit of budget       (295.00) 

Sunday Envelopes                 645.00 

Auto Bank Deposit                260.00 

Other Donations                    193.00  

Town Hall Meeting  Sunday, May 19 following 
10:30 am Mass - Regarding critical issues for 
our Parish please plan on attending. 

First Holy Communion  

May 5, 2019 

Students gather at the altar as the bread and wine is  

consecrated to become the Body and Blood of Christ. 

Gifts are presented 
Christ is received 

Deacon Scott and 
Janet Whitehouse 
thought they were 
going to a baseball 
game, but it seemed 
as though the 
weather was more 
appropriate for foot-
ball!  Lighten up 
Scott, warmer days 
are coming! 

35 Baseball fans boarded a motor coach from Vandalia 
Bus Lines to see a Cubs vs. Cardinals game at Wrigley 
CƛŜƭŘΣ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ Ψƴŀƛƭ-ōƛǘŜǊΩ ƻŦ ŀ ƎŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŀƭƛȊŜŘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƴǘƘ ƛƴƴƛƴƎΦ  Lƴ 
spite of the cool temperatures, it was a great game. 

Left:  5 extra tickets 
were not claimed by 
parishioners, so Father 
Jim invited his family 
from Chicago to the 
game.  Bottom Row:  
Natalie, Peg, Pat.  Top 
Row:  Dan, Fr. Jim, 
Annette.  All cousins. 


